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SHUTS DOWN I-15
FIERY BIG-RIG CRASH

Spill shuts 
down Highway 
395 Page B1

Explorer ride-alongs 
suspended 
for 60 days

BY BEATRIZ E. VALENZUELA 
AND BROOKE EDWARDS

STAFF WRITERS

VICTORVILLE • A Victorville 
deputy was arrested for hav-
ing sex with a teen Explorer, 
San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s Department officials 
said Thursday.

Stemming from an anony-
mous tip, Anthony Benjamin, 
30,  o f  Beaumont ,  was 

arrested at  12 :30 a .m. 
Thursday for oral copulation 
with a person under 18 and 
penetration with a foreign 
object with a person under 
18, according to records.

Benjamin worked as a dep-
uty at the Victorville Sheriff’s 
station and had been with 

the department for more 
than five years, according to 
sheriff’s officials.

Officials said the inci-
dent between the 17-year-old 
Explorer and the deputy took 
place during a ride-along.

Benjamin was released on 
bail early Thursday morning 

and was placed on adminis-
trative leave, according to 
sheriff’s spokeswoman Cindy 
Bachman.

S h e r i f f  R o d  H o o p s 
announced during a press 
c o n f e r e n c e  T h u r s d a y 

Pakistan warns 
U.S. not to stage 
more raids
ISLAMABAD • Pakistan’s army 
broke its silence Thursday over 
the U.S. commando raid that killed 
Osama bin Laden, acknowledging 
its own “shortcomings” in efforts 
to find the al-Qaida leader but 
threatening to review cooperation 
with Washington if there is 
another similar violation of 
Pakistani sovereignty.  
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Single defender 
shot at SEALs
WASHINGTON • The Americans who 
raided Osama bin Laden’s lair met 
far less resistance than the Obama 
administration described in the 
aftermath.
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DEPUTY ARRESTED FOR SEX WITH TEEN
Obviously it’s a priority for the sheriff for children to feel safe. If 

there is an area of this (Explorer) program that needs to be changed 
or reevaluated, he is more than willing to make that happen so that 

children and their parents will feel safe.

CINDY BACHMAN •  SHERIFF’S SPOKESWOMAN

PHOTO COURTESY OF BEA LINT

CRASHED AND BURNED: Thick black smoke rolls from two tractor-trailers that burned on southbound Interstate 15 near 
Stoddard Wells Road on Thursday morning. Officials closed three lanes of the freeway to clean up the burned trailers. 

Ex-CIA chief 
says bin Laden 
capture delayed 
for years by 
debates

BY LESLIE WILLIAMS HALE
SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS SERVICE

Former CIA Director Porter 
Goss said Osama bin Laden’s 
capture and killing could have 
happened years ago if not for 
setbacks caused by near-
constant debates about the 
means by which the American 
intelligence community gathers 
information.

Goss,  head of  the CIA 
from 2004 to 2006 and a one-
time U.S. representative for 
Southwest Florida, credited the 
Obama administration with the 
persistence to see through with 
bin Laden’s capture.

But he said the development 
could have happened years ago 
if not for setbacks caused by 
near-constant debates about the 
means by which the American 
intelligence community gathers 
information.

SEE GOSS • PAGE 7

JAMES QUIGG, DAILY PRESS

TAKES OFFER: Rosondra Clay was given a suspended 
four-year sentence and five years of supervised 
probation for involuntary manslaughter of her disabled 
son who starved to death.

BY LIEN HOANG
ASSOCIATED PRESS

S A C R A M E N T O  •  C o l l e ge 
students who entered the coun-
try illegally appear closer than 
ever to receiving financial aid in 
California.

On a party-line vote of 51-21, 
the state Assembly approved 
a bill Thursday that allows 
those students to col lect 

p r i v a t e l y- f u n d e d  c o l l e ge 
scholarships.

Assemblyman 
G i l  C e d i l l o ,  a 
Democrat from 
Los Angeles and 
t h e  a u t h o r  o f 
AB130, has intro-

duced a similar bill every year 

State bill OKs college aid 
for illegal immigrants

SEE BILL • PAGE 7

Gil Cedillo

SEE BENJAMIN • PAGE 7

BY BEATRIZ E. VALENZUELA
STAFF WRITER

APPLE VALLEY • Two big 
rigs crashed and burst into 
flames, shutting down a por-
tion of southbound Interstate 
15 near Stoddard Wells 
Road on Thursday morning, 
California Highway Patrol 
officials said.

Though the fire was extin-
guished by about 8 a.m., lanes 

of the freeway remained 
closed for several hours for 
cleanup.

One tractor-trailer was 
pulled over onto the right 
shoulder of the freeway at 
about 7:30 a.m. so the driv-
ing team could change driv-
ers. A second tractor-trailer 
traveling south drifted onto 
the shoulder and struck the 
first big rig, Officer Joaquin 
Zubieta said.

Officials shut down at least 
three lanes of the freeway 
so San Bernardino County 
Fire and Apple Valley Fire 
Protection District firefight-
ers could extinguish the 
flames. They worked for 
about half an hour before 
they were able to get the 
blaze under control, accord-
ing to SBCFD Battalion Chief 
Tracy Carleton.

B o t h  v e h i c l e s  w e r e 
destroyed, Carleton said.

One of the drivers in the 
first tractor-trailer did suffer 
cuts to his hands and feet, 
but no other serious injuries 
were reported.

Black smoke could be 
seen as far away as Hesperia, 
according to witnesses.

CHP officials wil l  be 
investigating the incident.

Firefighters got blaze under control in half an hour

BY BEATRIZ E. VALENZUELA
STAFF WRITER

APPLE VALLEY • After nearly 
seven months of investigating, 
authorities dismantled a local 
counterfeit cash ring Thursday 
morning,  San Bernardino 
County Sheriff ’s Apple Valley 
station officials said.

Sheriff ’s officials with the 
help of the U.S. Secret Service 
arrested Lenisha Goosby, 19, 
of Victorville, and Donald 
Wayne Reed, 43, and James 
Christopher Kyle, 30, both of 

Apple Valley, at a home in the 
12000 block of Cobble Stone 
Road in Victorville for a vari-
ety of offenses including manu-
facturing of counterfeit money, 
possession of marijuana for 
sales and gang enhancements, 
Detective Dave Burgess said.

During the execution of the 
search warrant at the Victorville 
home, investigators found about 
$3,000 in counterfeit bills, 
equipment to create the bills, 

Officials dismantle  
counterfeit-cash ring 

CPS continually 
told her disabled 

boy was fine
BY TOMOYA SHIMURA

STAFF WRITER

V I C T O R V I L L E  •  A 
Victorville mother con-
victed of starving her 
disabled son to death got 
off with the 359 days she 
served in jail while await-
ing trial because evidence 
showed Child Protective 
S erv ices  repeatedly 
told her the victim was 

doing fine.
Victorville Superior 

Court Judge Jules Fleuret 
put Rosondra Marie Clay, 
30, on five-year super-
vised probation for invol-
untary manslaughter 
following the plea agree-
ment and a probation offi-
cer’s recommendation.

Clay, who was originally
charged with the mur-
der of 5-year-old Kevin 
Baldwin, accepted the 
prosecution’s offer and 

Mother convicted of starving 
son gets supervised probation

SEE CLAY • PAGE 6

SEE RING • PAGE 6

Tomoya Shimura
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CLAY: Pleaded guilty to lesser charge

pleaded guilty to the 
lesser charge on April 2.

After postponing the 
sentencing for a week to 
review facts of the case, 
Fleuret said Thursday 
the plea agreement was 
appropriate.

Fleuret said Clay 
didn’t intend to kill 
Baldwin, who weighed 
just 15 pounds when he 
died from severe malnu-
trition in July 2008.

Baldwin had severe 
spastic cerebral palsy 
and no muscular con-
trol. It was difficult to 
feed the child because 
he had no control over 
his tongue, said David 
Sanders, Clay’s attorney. 
Because of Baldwin’s 
medical condition, the 
family was receiving 
assistance from various 
county agencies.

E v e r y  t i m e  S a n 

Bernardino County CPS 
agents met with Clay, 
they concluded that 
Baldwin and Clay’s other 
children were doing fine, 
Fleuret said. When Clay 
pointed out Baldwin was 
not gaining weight, CPS 
didn’t take any action, 
Fleuret said.

T h e  j u d g e  s a i d 
CPS reported  Clay 
had taken good care of 
Baldwin. Just 14 days 
before the victim died, 
CPS conducted an office 
visit and determined the 
child looked fine. And 
three days before the 
death, CPS agents vis-
ited Clay’s house and 
allowed the child to stay 
with the mother.

“My client might have 
made some mistakes, but 
CPS did not provide her 
the support she should 
have been able to rely 
on,” Sanders said.

S a n  B e r n a r d i n o 
County spokesman David 
Wert said Thursday he 
had never heard about 
the case and he needed 
more time to comment 
on it. A spokesperson 
for CPS could not imme-
diately be reached for 
comment.

Sanders said Clay 
will be able to reunite 
with her three children, 
including a baby she 
had had right before her 
arrest.

Clay was scheduled 
to be released Thursday 
evening after serving 
359 days in jail since her 
arrest. If she violates 
her probation terms, she 
could be sentenced to 
an aggravated term of 
four years in prison.

Tomoya Shimura may be reached 

at (760) 955-5368 or tshimura@

VVDailyPress.com.

drugs scanners, gang 
p a r a p h e r n a l i a  a n d 
firearms, officials stated.

A  s e c o n d  s e a r c h 
warrant was served at an 
Apple Valley home but 
the results of that opera-
tion were not immediately
available.

W h a t  s t a r t e d  i n 
October of last year with 
some fake $100 bills 
being passed at Apple 
Valley retail stores such 
as Ross and Target led 
Burgess and investigators 
to a more sophisticated 
manufacturing ring.

“They were taking 
real $5 and $1 (bills) and 
turning them into $100 
bills,” he said. “Because 

they were printed on real 
bills, they were able to 
use them at stores and 

they would pass the pen 
test.”

The thieves would 
purchase items at stores 
and then return them 
to a different location 

for cash.
Burgess confirmed 

some of those arrested 
were gang members 
and officials were going 
to seek gang enhance-
ments against them, but 
he wouldn’t confirm if the 
operation was a directed 
gang crime.

The case is still under 
investigation and any-
one who may have infor-
mation on the case is 
asked to contact Burgess 
at  the Apple Val ley 
station at (760) 240-7400 
or call WeTip at (800) 
78-CRIME.

Beatriz E. Valenzuela may be 

reached at (760) 951-6276 or at 

BValenzuela@VVDailyPress.com.

RING: Officials to seek gang 
enhancements in some arrests

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVE BURGESS, APPLE VALLEY SHERIFF'S STATION 

CAUGHT: Sheriff’s officials with the help of the U.S. Secret Service arrested Lenisha 
Goosby, 19, of Victorville and Donald Wayne Reed, 43, and James Christopher Kyle, 
30, both of Apple Valley for a variety of offenses including manufacturing of 
counterfeit money, possession of marijuana for sales and gang enhancements.

FROM PAGE 1

“They were taking real 
$5 and $1 (bills) and 

turning them into 
$100 bills. Because 

they were printed on 
real bills, they were 
able to use them at 

stores and they would 
pass the pen test.”

DAVE BURGESS •  DETECTIVE

FROM PAGE 1
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Exp. 5-12-11

Expires 5-12-11Expires 5-12-11

Expires 5-12-11 Expires 5-12-11 Expires 5-12-111

100% FINANCING AVAILABLE
SAN BERNARDINOHESPERIA

11920 Mariposa Rd.
(Exit Fwy at Bear Vly Rd.)

(760) 947-9000

SAN BERNARDINO
960 N. Waterman

(1/4 Mile South of Baseline)
(909) 884-4101

   summer
slim-down
       event
Join Our
Program

for only
$40
Reg. $75

MEDICAL
WEIGHT
LOSS

Appetite
Suppressants

Fat Burner & B12 
Injections

THERAPEUTIC
MASSAGE

LEONARD SCHULKIND, M.D.
HEALTH FIRST
16061 Bear Valley Rd., Ste. 7

Hesperia • 760-948-0980
www.healthfi rstweightcontrol.com

Serving the High Desert for 14 Years

Laser Hair Removal 
Tattoo Removal 
Photo Facials 

Chemical Peels 
Juvederm and Botox

Cash/Credit/Debit • No Insurance Accepted . Offer expires May 31, 2011.
Injections and add-on medication not included. Not everyone will qualify.

Se Habla Español  • M-F 9-5 & Sat 9-1

GU’s CHINESE ACUPUNCTURE
IN PAIN?
Neck & Back Pain
Headache/Arthritis
Fibromyalgia
Muscle or Joint Pain
Neuralgia/Sciatica

EMOTIONAL
PROBLEMS?
Anxiety/Depression
Stress/Irritability

HEART DISEASE?
Arrhythmia

Atrial Fibrillation
Unstable Angina

Panic Attack
Prevent Heart Attack

OTHERS
Menopausal Syn.

Fatigue/Asthma
Stroke Recovery

Allergies and more....

Unique
Fast Working

Amazing results
Fix many cases 

that failed elsewhere
You won’t be 

disappointed here!

Dr. Ta Gu  L.A.c. PhD
Licensed Acupuncturist   35 years of experience

12180 Ridgecrest Rd. #402, Victorville, (760)885-9131
9092 Talbert Ave., Ste. #4, Fountain Valley 92708

http:/www.AcupunctureMiracle.com

The Travis
Law Firm

Serving You Since 1980
Attorneys at Law
CHAPTER 7 & 13

15437 Anacapa Rd., Victorville
Park Center Executive Suites, Behind Kaiser

1-800-BANKRUPT
1-760-951-5105

Se Habla Español

FREE CONSULTATION WITH ATTORNEY
Saturday Appointments

“Only attorneys
will handle your case

every step of the way”

Glenn R. Travis, Richard H. Travis, Jr.,
Donna P. Travis, Dana F. Travis

BILL COLLECTORS • FORECLOSURES
GARNISHMENTS • REPOSSESSIONS

LAWSUITS

760-240-4434
www.mountainviewmhc.com

Choose form 3 brand new models at
$59,900

Mountain View Villas
55+ Gated Community

All houses with garages and fenced yards

Buy One and Get A Year’s
FREE RENT (a $5,000 savings)
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NOW OPEN

Great Food
Fun Atmosphere

D Street

Stoddard Wells Road

F16937 Stoddard Wells Road
Victorville

760.596.4161 15

Mother’s Day SpecialMother’s Day Special
MOM’S EAT FREE MEAL

WITH FREE DESSERT
(Beverage not included) One coupon per family.

Suicide attack 
kills 16 at Iraqi 
police station

LOS ANGELES TIMES

BAGHDAD • A suicide 
bomber killed at least 
16 people in southern 
Iraq on Thursday as 
the country braced for 
attacks from al-Qaida 
in Iraq in the aftermath 
of the death of Osama 
bin Laden.

The car bomber 
blew up his vehicle at 
a police headquarters 
in the mainly Shiite 
Muslim city of Hillah 
before 7 a.m. as the 
police switched from 
overnight to day shift. 

Tomoya Shimura



